
Sociology essay planner: education and
opportunity

Pupil activity

Audience: Sociology pupils

Plan an essay that explains how sociologists could interpret a fictional difference in access to educational
resources.

Fictional case
At Northfield School, one group has access to a quiet study room and a weekly homework club. A second
group has neither in its timetable. The case gives no information about family income, attainment, teacher
support or pupils' choices.

Essay question
How might sociologists explain differences in access to educational support?

Part Your notes

Thesis

Concept or approach 1

Course evidence

Concept or approach 2
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Part Your notes

Limitation or alternative

Conclusion

Check: distinguish what the fictional case states from the explanation you add.
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