
Check the source before sharing a claim

Pupil activity

Audience: Years 7 and 12 pupils in library or information-literacy sessions

Compare two fictional notices, identify who made each and explain what each notice does and does not
establish.

Fictional research question
When does the town library say its new quiet study room will open?

Card A: fictional library notice
Published by the fictional town library, dated 4 May: “The study room opens on Monday 12 May. It has 24
seats. Check the library desk for access details.”

Card B: fictional anonymous post
No author or date shown: “All 24 seats are already reserved, so there is no point visiting.” No link or evidence
is provided.

Evaluate
1. Who made each card and when?

2. What does the library notice establish? What does it only announce?

3. What evidence is missing from the anonymous post?
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4. What would you check with the library before sharing either claim as current fact?

Year 12 extension: distinguish confirmation from independent corroboration.

Pupil activity Page 2 of 2


