
Find the error: expand and solve

Pupil activity

Audience: Years 8 to 12 Mathematics pupils

Find an incorrect expansion, correct the equation and verify the solution by substitution.

Student work
Solve 2(x + 5) = 18.

Working:
2(x + 5) = 18
2x + 5 = 18
2x = 13
x = 6.5

Find and fix
1. Circle the first incorrect line.

2. Write the full expansion.

3. Solve and check by substitution.

4. Explain the error in one sentence.
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