
Psychology debate: does music help recall?

Pupil activity

Audience: Years 9 to 13 Psychology pupils

Build and challenge an evidence-based claim about memory while identifying what a small fictional
demonstration cannot establish.

Fictional demonstration
Two groups each hear a 12-word list. In quiet, 8 of 12 recall at least 8 words. With instrumental music, 5 of 12
do. The groups may differ in prior experience and the order was not counterbalanced.

Motion
“This demonstration shows that music reduces recall.”

Claim Evidence Counterargument / limit What more is needed?

1. Does the result support the motion for these groups?

2. Why can it not establish a general effect?

3. Suggest one control and one sample improvement.
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